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theme and motif, theme and subject, as 

theme, thematic material, psychoanalysis, work 
of art, motif, recurrence

statement concerning the fact that some trauma 

That is why, in his opinion, each artist has a 

 the 
We understand by the concept 

of theme an infantile event or situation (in its broadest 
meaning) which is susceptible to manifest itself 
unconsciously, in the work of art or in an aggregate 

of works of art (poetical, literary, pictorial) either 
symbolically or directly, being clear enough that by 
symbol we understand any analogical substitute of 
the symbolised

Nous entendons par thème, ici comme 
dans notre précédent ouvrage, la trace qu’un souvenir 
d’enfance a lassaiée dans la mémoire d’un écrivain (et 
en généralisant, dans celle d’un savant, d’un 
philosophe 2

personal and impersonal 
themes

he introduces the concept of symbolised theme

reminiscences concerning the capturing of the 
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“a concrete principale 

which a whole world has the tendency to constitute 
and disclose itself

Michelet par 
a theme is a reality 

theme of the dead bird

shades of meaning under which it appears 

theme of the clocks 

hypothesis according to which the theme has 

detecting a certain theme arises when no 
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presupposes to detect the themes and the 

and 

Content and Form in the 

discovery and invention
 5

the surpassing of the given 5 To put 

Why should I exhaust my imagination 
to invent an original song when that of Shakespeare 
was exactly what I needed

former case the theme in somehow forced into the 

“ The theme of the 

the discovery of the sea-way to the Indies

The 

Anatomy of Criticism

A theme is what is left when the reading 
process is over. And of course, what the reader generally 
remembers after having read the novel is only its 
essence. Any reader will tell you at any time what the 
book is about but, he will forget the names of the 
characters, the secondary episodes, in a word all that 
is meant to gravitate round the theme
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is “the unity of meaning of different elements of a 
work of art

the themes must be interesting

theme must be taken from reality, in other words 

general human themes

theme is “determined by the historical conditions of 
the moment when the literary work appeared

it is not 
enough to choose an interesting theme. It is necessary 
that the interest should be maintained, it is necessary 
that the reader’s attention should be stimulated. The 

 interesting theme in such a way as to 

the emotional moment of the theme’’12

the emotional moment 

the reader 
must be guided in his sympathies and emotions

one refers to the “causal-temporal relationship 
among the thematic moments which are introduced , 

puts it “the fabulative literature
refers to “the concomitance of the exposed material 
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or to a succession of themes without any causal 
relationship with the exposed material This 

nonfabulative literature

theme and 
motif

of inclusion

thematic 
determination decomposition of the work

shortstory “The Shot
may go on up to indivisible parts which are the 

The 
theme of an indivisible part is called motif
this interpretation of the motif we can draw the 

Chinese boxes
mise en abime

Why the New 
Criticism

The theme, the basic notion of 
the modern criticism, is nothing else but the affective 
colouring of any human experience at the level at 
which it brings into play the fundamental relationships 
of the existence, that is the particular way each human 
being lives in relation with the outer world, with the 
other human beings and with the divinity

found at the heart of any opinion concerning the 

contrary, they are in a permanent change and 

Michelet par lui-même

De ce noua critica, 

Anatomy of Criticism, 

Opera literara

L’univers imaginaire du 
Mallarmé 

Poetica
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Continut si forma in opera 
poetica

Genèse de l’oeuvre poétique, 

Domaines thématiques

Genèse de l’oeuvre poétique

Domaines thématiques

L’univers imaginaire du Mallarmé 

Michelet par lui-même

Continut si forma in opera poetica, 

Opera literara

Anatomy of Criticism

Poetica, 

De ce noua critica


